
Boosting glass 
circularity

Portugal in a European context
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Evolution of the EU’s Circular Material Use Rate







52%
Average share of recycled glass in total amount of materials 

used for the manufacturing of glass packaging in the EU.

Source: Roadmap to Optimise Closed Loop Recycling of Glass Packaging















• It’s not all about rates

•The circular economy is also 
about offer and demand
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•With +/- 1 bottle bank for 
every 200 inhabitants, 
Portugal has an extensive 
network of glass waste bins

•Mixed-colour monomaterial 
bring-back system is the most 
common system used around 
Europe











100% Recycled Portuguese Glass

• It’s possible! Although even then, there may still need to be a need 
to import extra materials

• Collection is the single biggest challenge, BUT:

• Data accuracy: is the market failure on collection as big as 
we think?

• Against the clock: especially with the introduction of a 
Deposit-Return System

• Apply specific measures to HORECA

• Communication (and incentives?) campaigns to connect citizens 
to the collection system

• Make use of digital tools where possible

• Experiment – we’re here to help!



Thank you for your time to 
Close The Glass Loop!
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